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Dearest Reader,

There is a folktale called Yeh Shen (or Ye Xian, E[R) that's often described as the Chinese Cinderella.
The plot is similar, except instead of a fairy godmother, Yeh Shen has a magical fish spirit sent by

her deceased mother to keep her company. One day, her stepmother catches the fish and cruelly
devours it for lunch, leaving only its bones. On the evening of the Spring Festival, Yeh Shen prays

to the fish's bones and is given a beautiful gown and golden shoes to wear, and her elegance
mesmerizes all who behold her. In the end, like Cinderella, she marries a wealthy king, though
whether she lives happily ever after is open to interpretation.

| grew up loving both the Western and Chinese versions of Cinderella, but | also became familiar with
a third iteration: my grandmother's. While growing up in Guangdong province, her father took a
concubine and moved to Hong Kong. After the Second World War, my grandmother was sent to live
with her “second mother,” who mistreated and neglected her in favor of her own children.

“The stories | could tell you,” my grandmother used to say, shaking her head. “They would make for
a book!” So one day, a few years ago, | sat with her and said, “Tell me. I'll write that book.”

At last, dear reader, you have it. Fishbone Cinderella is my most personal novel yet, infused with
countless details from my family’s history and tradition, and a shimmer of magic.

| consider it a fairytale, but maybe not the sort with a prince and princess riding off into
their happily ever after. Rather, it's about a girl named Yut Ying who, while the Japanese
are invading her hometown, discovers she can turn invisible. Set amidst the trials of war
and immigration, it's a multigenerational story of sacrifice and resilience, of forbidden
romances and betrayal, and at its core, an homage to the imperfect love between
mothers and daughters.

One of my favorite early reviews said Fishbone Cinderella will hurt

you in the “most loving and gentle way.” | hope it moves you, and - \
stays Uit u leng r you've read it. /‘.‘f (d

All my; )j;

Elizabeth Lim Y

ElizabethLim.com

IG: @elimpix ‘ =
TikTok: @elizabethlimwriter /7/7
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11.

discussion questions

The book is told from two different points of view: a mother and a daughter. What
similarities did you notice between the two women's experiences? What made
their experiences different?

Which character did you find yourself sympathizing with the most and why? What
commonalities did you feel between your own experience and the characters?

Both Marigold and Helen have a secret supernatural power. How do you think
these powers relate to their emotional situations? How did these powers bring
them together or pull them apart?

Helen is an immigrant and Marigold is a first-generation American. How did these
different experiences bring these characters together, and how did it create
conflict and tension between them?

Both Helen and Marigold are deeply affected by their experience with first love.
Do you think each character made the right choice?

The title Fishbone Cinderella refers to both the Western Cinderella story and
Chinese folk tales with similar themes. Discuss the similarities and differences
between the versions of the story, and what role folklore and storytelling play in the
book.

The book takes place in multiple settings: Hong Kong, San Francisco, Kansas. How
did the settings contribute to the feelings and atmosphere of the story? Which
setting interested you the most and why?

The book has lyrical writing and a rich symbolic tapestry. What are some recurring
images or symbols you noticed throughout the story, and what's your
interpretation of these symbols?

Stories often make us think about our own lives and personal journeys. Which
scenes or moments in the book resonated with your own experience?

What did you think of the book’s ending? Was there anything that surprised you?
Would you characterize it as happy, bittersweet, or something in between?

If you had a chance to ask the author one question about the book or her creation
of it, what would your question be?
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